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Guide to the Vietnam war 
to avoid thinking of if 


WASHINGTON — Here, at last, is some- 
thing every American has needed for years 
—a concise guide to the Vietnam war which 
will help him avoid thinking about the Viet- 
nam war: 

1. Start of Vietnam war — Some authori- 
ties say the Vietnam' war started in 1937; 
others say it was 1941. Partisan Democrats 
say President Eisenhower started it during 
1950s; Republicans say President Kennedy 
started it. It is best not to think about when 
the Vietnam war started, because it will not 
make any difference anyhow. 

2. Who is President Lyndon B. Nixon- 
ger? - It was during the Lyndon B. Nixon- 
ger Administration that the Vietnam war 
was escalated, coonskinned, Vietnamized, 
re-Americanized, simonized and sold to the 
South Vietnamese as the best used war 
available anywhere at comparable price. 
Many people report that thinking about 
President Lyndon B. Nixonger depresses 
them, whereas people who do not think 
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about him say they feel fine. It is best not to 
think abojt President Lyndon B. Nixonger, 
since it will not make any difference any- 
how. 

3. Lig'at at end of tunnel — Ever since 
the ^ Vietnam war started (and remember, 
don’t stare thinking about when that might 
have beea) there has been light at the end 
of the tunnel, which, decoded from the Pen- 
tagonese, means that victory has been just 
around th; corner. Many experts, in fact, 
say we wo the war four years ago when the 
enemy ws defeated at Tet time. Others 
contend IJat the war is still going on. It is a 
waste oi .ime thinking about whether the 
war is sU going on or not, since it will not 
make ar.ydifference anyhow. 

4. Antbar demonstrations — The impor- 
tant thhi to remember about antiwar dem- 
onstrating is that they don’t make any dif- 
ference. oi not think about them. 

5. Wfy are we in Vietnam?— It is not a 
good ide/ to go around asking the question, 
because -ery few people know the answer. 
Those wb do know the answer do not agree 
on what is. Even if you knew the answer, 
what diference would it make? We would 
still be i Vietnam. It is best not to think 
about wfy we are there, because it will not 
make an difference anyhow. 

6 : Pds peace talks - Peace talks be- 
gan in Piris four years ago. In the span of 
time sine elopsed-a span in which the 
allied povers were able to defeat the Kaiser 
m World War I; in which the United States 
ana its allies were able to defeat the Axis in 


World War II— the Paris peace talks have 
agreed on the shape of the conference table. 
Many persons say there aren’t any peace 
talks. Others say that if we were fighting 
the Kaiser today we would be on his side. It 
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is idle to think about the Paris peace talks, 
because they will not make any difference 
anyhow. 

7. Pitiful helpless giant — Most experts 
agree that if North Vietnam would surren- 
der, the war could be ended. Because of the 
childish oriental insistence on “saving face,” 
however, they will not give up. To do so, 
they say, would make them look like a piti- 
ful helpless giant. There is no point in think- 
ing about the absurdity of this attitude, be- 
cause it will not make any difference any- 
how. 

8. Secret war-ending plan — Four years 
ago Lyndon B. Nixonger said he had a se- 
cret plan for ending the war, but refused to 
tell us what it was until he was re-elected. 
Some experts say it has been secretly work- 
ing beautifully; others insist that Nixonger 
has forgotten what the secret plan was. 
There is no point in worrying about the 
secret plan, since it will not make aiy differ- 
ence anyhow. 

9. War not an issue — Politicians agree 
that the war will not be an issae in the 
forthcoming presidential election. This is be- 
cause the voters will not think aboit the 
war. The reason voters will not thinkabout 
the war is because it doesn’t make any 
difference whether they think about it c not. 

10. Laos — There is general agrement 
that Laos exists, but the United State- gov- 
ernment resents people who think abut. it. 
This is because the war there is >eing 
waged by the Central Intelligence A; 5 ncy, 
and is, therefore classified “top seen.” It 
is better not to think about Laos, it only 
because the Justice Department hasssveral 
grand juries sniffing about for incipio.t Ells- 
bergs, but also because it will not n&e any 
difference anyhow. 

11. Taxpayer responsibility — nay 
ask: “Am I, as the purchaser of the fcs'uc- 
tive wherewithal brought to bear uptn let- 
nam, responsible for the devastation ofiat 
miserable country?” Most experts aee 
that you are. Some experts say there ino 
reason to feel bad, because the Vietnanse 
have brought it on themselves. Others ly 
there is no reason to feel bad, because is 
going to go right on happening, no mar 
how you feel. The best thing is not to thk 
about responsibility, since it will not me 
any difference anyhow. 

12. What can the responsible citizen C 
— Vote for the Lyndon B. Nixonger of ycr 
choice. When he is re-elected do not mak e t 
hard on him by doing a lot of thinking. 
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